Website Development
Many entrepreneurs and small businesses feel they need to develop a website, simply because most other small businesses have one. While this is not always necessary, your website will be much easier to design and have more impact if you know what you want to accomplish with it. For example, are you trying to inform and educate, generate sales, increase your company’s profile, or accomplish something else? 

Whether you are designing the website yourself or soliciting bids from web developers, you will find it useful to outline these things in a Request for Proposal (RFP). Your RFP should address the following aspects of your site: 

The purpose of your website, target audience, design considerations, navigation, e-commerce, search engine optimization requirements, hosting and maintenance maximum costs, and a deadline for launch.

Creating a Manageable Site

Once you’ve compiled these things, you are ready to solicit bids from web developers or to begin your own website design. When developing your site, you may want to consider using a Content Management System. This will enable you to edit your site online in a browser, just like editing a word document. It is important to plan to use CMS in your initial design if you want it, since adding it later can be very tedious to impossible. There are several CMS packages out there, but here is a list of recommended ones:

· WebYep (www.webyep.com)

· Movable Type (www.movabletype.com)

· WordPress (www.wordpress.org)

· Drupal (www.drupal.org)

· Joomla (www.joomla.com)

Once you have designed your site, you can find ways to help increase its exposure with our Search Engine Optimization and Increasing Website Exposure guidelines on the NEC website.

